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	Towards a Joint Caribbean-EU 

Strategy

Informal Note


As a small and vulnerable region, the Caribbean is likely to be even more affected by the fallout from the financial and economic crisis and new global challenges such as food security and agriculture, climate change, migration, international crime and sustainable energy. 
The European Union (EU) has had longstanding relations with the Caribbean since1975 within the framework of the ACP (Africa, Caribbean, Pacific) Group’s Partnership Agreement with the EU covering political dialogue, trade and development finance. But lengthy and ongoing negotiations for new regional ACP-EU Economic Partnership Agreements have given rise to controversy and to a possible erosion of ACP cohesion. And for many Africans, the EU-Africa Strategy, adopted in December 2007, may provide an interesting complement, or in the longer-term even an alternative, to the ACP-EU partnership. 
In 2006, the EU developed a new strategy towards the Caribbean mainly focusing on the political dimensions of partnership, the structural vulnerabilities, regional integration and issues relating to social cohesion, the fight against poverty and inequality and drugs. Also in the Caribbean, a number of multi-stakeholder initiatives have been launched with a view to reflect on the future of Caribbean relations with the EU.  

The EU is in the process of redefining its external relations priorities in the context of a rapidly evolving geopolitical scene that includes new emerging world powers like China, India and Brazil. The Caribbean has also started prospective thinking over its place in a changing world and the diversification of partnerships beyond it’s traditional partners in the EU and the US to ‘’new’’ partners in Latin America, Canada and China. 

The challenge now it seems is to start a joint reflection process on a future partnership between the Caribbean and the EU that enables both parties to better respond to global challenges.  

As an independent and non-partisan foundation, ECDPM is highly interested in engaging with European and Caribbean stakeholders in an inclusive reflection process on the future of Caribbean-EU relations. Obviously the lead role in this debate should be with these stakeholders, but ECDPM aims to operate as a sounding board from Europe and as a facilitator of multi-stakeholder dialogue, and provider of information, analysis and capacity support to partners.  

In the run up to the EU-Latin America/Caribbean Summit of Heads of State in mid-May in Madrid, the current Spanish EU Presidency, with the support of ECDPM, will stimulate reflection on the future of the Caribbean-EU partnership.
Caribbean integration and the future Caribbean-EU partnership is one area addressed under the recently established Memorandum of Understanding between ECDPM and the Institute of International Relations (IIR) at the University of the West Indies in Trinidad and Tobago. In October 2009, the two launched a process of analysis and dialogue on the future of EU-Caribbean relations with a diverse group of both official and non-official stakeholders including from CARICOM, the EC, Caribbean Ministries of Foreign Affairs, regional networks of academics, civil society and the private sector and eminent Caribbeans. The aim of the meeting was to assess the current place of the Caribbean in a rapidly changing global context, to discuss ways to strengthen regional integration and to look into the evolving relationship between Europe and the Caribbean.  As a result of the meeting an agenda for future research was adopted.  Among the topics for further research and policy analysis are the implications of the Economic Partnership Agreement with the Caribbean Forum (CARIFORUM), cooperation between the EU and the Caribbean in areas of common concern and interest (food security, climate change, fight against crime, etc) and the diversification of CARIFORUM relations beyond the traditional European Member States.
As networking organizations, both IIR and ECDPM now need to ensure that a growing number of institutions and individuals take an interest in this initiative. While CARICOM institutions were very well represented it is now time to extend the networks beyond the Anglophone Caribbean (including the Dominican Republic, Haiti and Cuba).


For more information, please contact The University of the West Indies Institute of International Relations at (868) 662 2002 Ext. 2010 (Prof. Timothy Shaw), 3240 (Dr. Mark Kirton) or 3246 (Ms. Lynelle Clarke) or Timothy.Shaw@sta.uwi.edu, Mark.Kirton@sta.uwi.edu or Lynelle.Clarke@sta.uwi.edu; or visit the European Centre for Development Policy Management website at www.ecdpm.org.
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